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Students get tested for chlamydia
Students at a Loughborough University hall of residence are £500 richer after taking part in an initiative to screen the most people for chlamydia.

In total seven halls battled it out to see who could encourage the most students to get tested for chlamydia, which is the most common sexually transmitted infection (STI) in England.

The winners, Faraday, were awarded the money by the Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland Screening Programme. The initiative managed to get over 500 students at Loughborough screened for the infection thanks to a huge effort by all the halls of residence.

Faraday hall chairman Ewan Paterson, aged 21, said he was keen to see the money spent on renovating the hall’s common room.
"I think the campaign is a fantastic idea and one that will benefit many of our Loughborough students,” he said.

“Thanks to this initiative we can get on with our lives safe in the knowledge that we are free from chlamydia.”

The testing took place at the end of last year as part of a national screening programme targeting 15 to 24-year-olds. Over 1,500 Loughborough students have already taken a chlamydia test this academic year.

Chlamydia, if left untreated, can cause serious health problems for women, including infertility, while men can suffer from inflamed testicles and also have their fertility reduced.

Last year nearly 60,000 15 to 24-year-olds tested positive for chlamydia in England. A new national campaign, Chlamydia. Worth Talking About, was launched earlier this month to encourage this age group to get tested.

Dr Tim Davies, NHS Leicestershire County and Rutland’s deputy director of public health, said: “Young people who are mature enough to be sexually active should not be embarrassed to take a chlamydia test when it is offered to them, or even request one themselves.

“The test is free – all you have to do is give a urine sample – and it’s also confidential.”

To find out where you can have a chlamydia test locally, or to get a test sent to you, visit www.haveigotit.co.uk
The Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland Screening Programme will be targeting all 15 to 24-year-olds in the Charnwood area at Loughborough market on Saturday 13 February from 9am to 4pm. Chlamydia specialists will be chatting to visitors about the STI and also encouraging youngsters to be screened.
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This press release was issued by Caroline Curd at NHS Leicestershire County and Rutland. For more information, contact the communications office on 0116 295 7663.

NOTES TO EDITORS:

Photo opportunity: Students at Loughborough University’s Faraday hall will be presented with their cheque by the Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland Screening Programme on Wednesday 10 February at 10am (location to be confirmed). Contact Caroline in the press office on the number above to confirm your attendance, or alternatively images will be available following the event.
For more information on chlamydia testing, contraception and sexual health visit www.nhs.uk/worthtalkingabout [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6]
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