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News release


9 February 2010
For immediate release
Patients returning to practice for retinal screening
The diabetic retinal screening service will be visiting Oakham Medical Practice this month NHS Leicestershire County and Rutland has announced, after a lack of space prompted fears it would have to be moved to Somerby.

The screening service for Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland has contacted over 700 patients, after the surgery managed to rearrange clinics and free up enough space for the visit.
The mobile service travels to surgeries on an appointment basis every 12 months to perform retinal screening on diabetic patients. Sometimes practices struggle to accommodate the screenings and neighbouring GP practices and health centres will often help each other out by hosting the visit.
Oakham Medical Practice, which has been increasing its services to patients over the past year, initially had no spare rooms available for the diabetic retinal screening service to use and had plans in place to transfer the visit to its Somerby branch in order to keep screening as local as possible for patients.

But, thanks to some juggling, the appointments in Oakham will now go ahead from 23 February and the retinal screening service will be at the practice for 26 days.

A spokesman for NHS Leicestershire County and Rutland said: “Oakham Medical Practice has worked really hard to accommodate the screening service and this is great news for anyone who was worried about the change in venue.”
ENDS

This press release was issued by Caroline Curd at NHS Leicestershire County and Rutland. For more information contact the communications office on 0116 295 7663.

Notes to editors: 

NHS Leicestershire County and Rutland is the operating name for Leicestershire County and Rutland Primary Care Trust (PCT).[image: image7.jpg]NHS
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