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8-8 centre gets go ahead 
A new health care centre providing urgent care for people in South Leicestershire is set to open within the next few months.

NHS Leicestershire County and Rutland’s trust board voted to go ahead with the 8-8 health centre at the current Oadby Health Centre in Oadby during their monthly board meeting on Thursday 5 November. Discussions were held during the confidential section of the meeting because it was commercially sensitive. The decision was announced during the public session of the board.
The new centre will offer a wide range of service, including:

· a GP-led walk-in service offering emergency appointments to all patients from 8am to 8pm, 365 days a year
· a GP practice where patients can register with a doctor at the centre
· appointments for routine care, for both registered and unregistered patients, for example diabetes check-ups.

Catherine Griffiths, chief executive of NHS Leicestershire County and Rutland, said: This really is good news for people in South Leicestershire. The centre will greatly improve access to urgent care at evenings and weekends.
“We recognise there is a gap in this kind of health service provision in the Oadby and Wigston area; we know this because people from this area attend the accident and emergency unit in Leicester more often than from other areas. When the government announced the need for each PCT to open an 8-8 centre, we knew that this area would benefit the most.

By locating this centre in Oadby and Wigston we are offering an alternative service for those patients who continue to go to A&E with minor injuries or illnesses.”
The 8-8 service contract with the provider, UnitedHealth Primary Care (UHPC), is for five years. The use of Oadby Health Centre is an interim measure and United Healthcare will continue to look for permanent premises. 
Practice manager Pat Batchelor, said: “This is great news for local people. We will be working hard to ensure the smooth integration of this new facility into local health services. We’re looking forward to getting services up and running as quickly as possible.” 
Currently the centre acts as a base for community nurses. It also offers a small range of clinics, including podiatry (foot care) and speech and language therapy. These will remain.  

Chairman John Gant said: “It has been a challenging and, at times, a difficult process, but we were determined to do our best to meet the needs of patients in that area.”
Chris Trzcinski is a Leicestershire GP and chairman of the professional executive committee (PEC), the GP committee of NHS Leicestershire County and Rutland. He said: “The new centre offers patients a greater choice of what services to use, particularly for urgent problems.”
Note to editors
The Government announced in 2008 that all PCTs would open an 8-8 centre to help increase choice and access to primary care services. 
This media release was issued by Carol Burns, communications team, NHS Leicestershire County and Rutland. 0116 2957689 carol.burns@lcr.nhs.uk
NHS Leicestershire County and Rutland is the operating name for Leicestershire County and Rutland Primary Care Trust (PCT).
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