According to Cathy…

January 2011
Step forward in move towards GP consortia

This month family doctors across Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland have voted in favour of having three GP consortia in the area – two in the county and one in the city.

As part of radical reforms of the NHS by the Government, the planning and buying of most health services is being transferred from Primary Care Trusts (PCTs) such as NHS Leicestershire County and Rutland and NHS Leicester City, to consortia of local GPs.

The decision is seen as an important step on the road to reforming the way that health services are commissioned by the NHS. For more details read our news release.

A recommendation has been made this month by our primary care panel over the future of two branch GP surgeries in Ketton and Gretton.

The board will now decide on 10 February whether to agree the recommendations, which would see the Gretton branch remain open and the closure of the Ketton branch deferred for three months to allow the parish council time to find alternative premises or the PCT an alternative provider.

This is an excellent example of the PCT engaging with the public, as many people filled in a questionnaire to give their views on the proposal and attended various local meetings as part of a 12-week consultation by the PCT from September to November last year. 

From the board room

The board approved the transition plan for transferring responsibilities from NHS Leicestershire County and Rutland to Leicestershire County Council, which is part of reforms outlined by the Government’s White Paper on the NHS
The responsibilities include Public Health, joint commissioning and the development of the Health and Wellbeing Board. From this month staff from the trust’s Public Health, strategy and engagement teams have been co-located – working from both the PCT and council’s offices.
The Joint Strategic Needs Assessment report on tobacco control, which highlights the health and well-being needs of our population, together with associated action plans to reduce the number of people smoking, was also approved, together with the Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment which signals the commissioning intentions of the PCT for community pharmacy services.

The engagement process for this took place during the summer of 2010 and was robust and with extensive involvement from the public, seldom heard groups and stakeholders. The PCT received 787 responses to a questionnaire and the assessment concluded that there are more than adequate levels of pharmaceutical provision in the county and sufficient pharmacies to meet patient needs. The report concluded that medicine utilisation reviews are currently underutilised and that community pharmacists could be more involved when new pathways of care are being developed.

The board also approved the application of the NHS Operating Framework for 2011/12 and the PCT’s approach to develop the strategic and operational plans for the year ahead. The three main themes are: Transition and Reform; Transparency and Local Accountability; and Service Quality. A prioritisation process has been developed to ensure that there is good clinical, public and patient involvement.

And finally…

With increased pressure on hospital A&E departments during the winter months, we are encouraging people living in Leicestershire and Rutland to Choose Well in 2011 when deciding where the most appropriate place is to go for medical care.

People are also being urged to keep themselves well and prevent the spread of flu and seasonal viruses by getting vaccinated if they are in an at risk group, staying at home if poorly and following good hygiene by catching coughs and sneezes in tissues and throwing them away, as well as washing hands on a regular basis. A film on Choose Well is available to view on our website.
