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Giving you a chance to have your say

Making sure patients get the right care at the right time has fallen under the spotlight this month, with people across Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland being given the chance to have their say on some important changes being proposed.

Planned care covers referrals for routine services for patients with already known medical conditions, and includes appointments or treatment within community settings such as GP surgeries, health centres, out-patients and other community facilities of hospital services.

NHS Leicestershire County and Rutland and NHS Leicester City want to improve their approach to planned care and have proposed changes which will help GPs decide the right care at the right time for their patients through a standardised referral process. To have your say fill in the questionnaire. 

Members of the public also have the chance to comment on whether the PCT has got it right when determining which parishes should be classed as rural for the purpose of dispensing services.
The trust has a legislative requirement to determine rurality across Leicestershire and Rutland, which will ensure there is an appropriate balance between who provides pharmacy dispensing services and ensuring access for patients.

Depending on where patients live, medicines might be provided by pharmacies or GP surgeries, meaning people can get their medicines from either their local pharmacy or in certain circumstances from their GP surgery. The consultation may affect where patients can get their prescribed drugs and medicines from in the future. For more details on how to have your say read our news release.

It has also been announced that two GP consortia groups in Leicestershire will be among those leading the way on national NHS White Paper reforms after being confirmed as pathfinder consortia by the Department of Health.
The pathfinder status means that The Crescent consortia and the North and West Leicestershire consortia represent GPs who have demonstrated a readiness to start taking on commissioning responsibilities and start putting in place health services that achieve better health outcomes for their patients. For more details read our news release
From the board room

The board received an update on the development of the strategic and operational plan for 2011/12 which was submitted to the East Midlands Strategic Health Authority on 17 March. This plan will be used as the basis to develop detailed financial budgets. The board paper, which can be found on our website, summarises the 2011/12 productivity and savings plan initiatives of £24.7 million.

The joint board meeting also discussed the national review of paediatric cardiac surgery, which proposes a reduction in the number of centres from 11 to six or seven. Four options are now being issued for public consultation and Leicester features only in the preferred option A. The local public consultation event is scheduled for the 16 June at the Walkers Stadium in Leicester and members of the public are encouraged to attend.

Also on the agenda were proposals for the allocation of funding to the local authority for reablement, winter pressures and social care. The plans set out the shared Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland (LLR) vision for working towards an integrated health and social care system to offer seamless care and more accessible support to identify those at risk of crisis and to promote independence.  
Across LLR it was proposed that the focus be given to three strategic areas for reablement:

· Improving the quality of hospital discharge/transfers of care

· Implementing enhanced and integrated community based teams

· Planning ahead for change in tariff by scoping 30-day discharge packages for specific patients

For Leicestershire County and Rutland there are four areas prioritised for 2011/12 social care:

· Investment in quality and safeguarding

· Investment in prevention and early intervention in dementia, stroke, autism, end of life, nutrition and physical activity for older people

· A reduction in the impact of eligibility changes for those no longer funded by the county council under the “moderate band”

· Reducing the impact of further savings in areas such as day services for people with a learning disability

The board also received a verbal update on the Transforming Community Services work. Leicestershire Partnership Trust (LPT) is due to take on large proportion of the work currently done by Leicestershire and Rutland Community Health Services. Derbyshire CHS will take on the elective day case and outpatient work from the community hospitals. The date to effect these changes is 1 April 2011. For more details read our news release.

And finally…

This month we’ve been talking about all the help and advice which is available to smokers across Leicestershire and Rutland who want to stub out their habit for good.
We used No Smoking Day on 9 March to encourage people to contact the Stop Smoking Service and take advantage of the free support which is available, as well as highlighting the health benefits of quitting such as reducing the risk of heart disease, cancer and circulatory problems, and improving the quality of life for those with long-term conditions such as asthma or lung disease.
