According to Cathy…

October 2011
Those at risk urged to get flu jab now
With winter just around the corner, we have launched a campaign across Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland to encourage people at risk of flu to get vaccinated this year.
Last winter’s flu outbreak resulted in over 600 deaths in the UK, and thousands more people died with flu as a contributory factor. 

It is important those at risk have their free flu jab because they are not able to fight off the virus as easily as others, which can cause serious complications requiring hospital treatment. Those most at risk are:

· Pregnant women 
· Those with long-term conditions such as diabetes, asthma, heart disease and multiple sclerosis
· Carers
· Over 65s

Members of the public, councillors and local stakeholders have been told about plans by East Leicestershire and Rutland Clinical Commissioning Group (ELR CCG) to develop hospital services in Market Harborough, which should see a long-awaited new hospital development open by 2014.
The ELR CCG, which represents GPs and the interests of patients across Market Harborough, Melton, Rutland and surrounding areas, has carefully considered the options for developing hospital services in Market Harborough and has decided to push forward with plans to see the new hospital development built at St Luke’s despite the future financial challenges of delivering healthcare on reduced budgets. 

The new development will see improved services for patients and significant benefits to local healthcare, with the provision of a variety of services on one site in the town. 

The ELR CCG is seeking around £6 million of NHS capital to finance the build and is in ongoing discussion within the local NHS to agree the financial arrangements for the development. For more information read our news release.
From the board room

The board meeting this month covered our regular items such as performance targets, finance, quality and corporate governance. In addition, the board also discussed the following matters:

Uppingham Surgery had previously made a request to close its branch surgery in Ketton, primarily because the current premises are unsuitable. Ketton Parish Council and Rutland County Council are working together to create a consulting room within Ketton Library and the board has approved a request to extend the decision on Ketton branch surgery for a further three months while the balance of the funding required is found.

An update was received on the benefits being achieved through the integration of community services which transferred from the PCT to other providers on 1 April 2011.  For more details read the board paper.

The Department of Health issued the first set of policy on the future of PCT estates in August 2011.  The board received an interim proposal in order to agree the future ownership and which providers the assets should transfer to.  The principles underpinning the policy include:

· Protecting assets and maintaining future flexibility

· Ensuring efficiency

· Supporting the provision of safe, fit for purpose buildings

· Ensuring value for money

· Observing effective estate management

A list of assets for Leicester City and Leicestershire County and Rutland and their proposed destination is given in this paper.

The board received the annual report on Adult and Children safeguarding for 2010/11.  The report outlines the responsibilities of the PCT Cluster and the progress made to improve scrutiny and monitoring of quality standards across all services.

The board also approved the Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland Winter Resilience Plan for 2011/12.  This ensures that the health and social care community can maintain services throughout the winter period, including Christmas and New Year. For more information read the board paper.
And finally…

Management of the Leicester City Assist Practice, which looks after patients who are asylum seekers, has been passed to a local GP partnership.

Assura Leicestershire LLP, which is a partnership between 21 local GP practices and health provider Assura Medical, was awarded the contract to run the practice in Clyde Street, Leicester city centre, by NHS Leicester City, which previously ran the practice.

Leicester City Assist Practice caters for patients who are seeking asylum in the UK and offers them access to high quality GP and nurse services until they are granted leave to remain or refugee status. 
