According to Cathy…

September 2011
A busy couple of months
There has been a lot going on across Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland since our last board meeting in July.

In line with national guidance, NHS Leicestershire County and Rutland and NHS Leicester City (the Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland PCT Cluster) will now be meeting as one board, with one integrated agenda and one set of non-executive directors.
This month we announced changes to the non-executive directors who will be sitting on the integrated board of the PCT Cluster. The new cluster board non-executive directors are: Gill Bridgen; Barry Finan; Paul Hackwood; Ruth Ingman; David Mell; Daxa Patel; and Brian Wilson. 
The new cluster board will be working hard to support the three clinical commissioning groups (CCG) in Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland, as well as the new Health and Well-Being Board, and enable CCGs to gain early authorisation to take on their commissioning duties.
I am pleased to report that our premises development is progressing well, with a new health centre recently opened in the Belgrave area of Leicester, a new building developed for the De Montfort University practice and a refurbishment and extension of the Sayeed Medical Practice in East Park Road.
I am also happy to report that a new contractor was selected to complete the work on the Day Case Unit at St Luke’s Hospital in Market Harborough and started work on site this month.

The contract was awarded to Leicestershire company Hallam Contracts, who will be carrying out internal work focusing on electrics, final plumbing, fitting of doors, flooring and painting, before the Day Case Unit is fitted out with clinical equipment. On the outside the building will be clad and rendered, the roof completed, access ramps added and the car park widened slightly to allow easier access. Some landscaping will also take place. 
NHS Leicestershire County and Rutland remains committed to opening the Day Case Unit as soon as possible and we have agreed a schedule of work with the contractor that will enable the unit to open by the end of January 2012.

From the board meeting
All public board papers are available to view on our website, however I would like to highlight a few key areas:
The board received several reports which focused on the quality of patient services. In particular, we looked at the key performance indicators of UHL which is essential during times of financial pressure. I am pleased to see that many of the 18 quality indicators are stable, with four trending upwards but there is concern over two areas. We will continue to work collaboratively with UHL and in these areas in order to ensure that quality of services and patient experience are improving.  For further details read the board paper.
Continuing the quality theme, the board received two reports relating to the quality of care in care homes. One paper highlighted the quality monitoring work that has taken place over the last few months to audit all care homes in Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland, while a second paper outlined the local issues in relation to care homes which are run by Southern Cross and Castlebeck.
I also hosted our Annual General Meeting (AGM) on 20 September at the King Power stadium in Leicester, where for the first time both NHS Leicestershire County and Rutland and NHS Leicester City presented their annual reports and accounts for the year ending 31 March 2011.

Presentations on our health achievements were given by chief executive Catherine Griffiths and on our financial status by finance director Sue Bishop. Members of the public were invited to ask questions of the panel, which included representatives from University Hospitals of Leicester (UHL), Leicestershire Partnership NHS Trust (LPT) and East Midlands Ambulance Service (EMAS). 

Hot topics on the night included questions about plans for Loughborough Walk-In Centre, the financial situation at UHL and care for older people.
The event was preceded by a health and wellbeing fair, which had stalls giving information on nutrition, physical activity, older persons’ issues, cancer screening and long-term conditions, as well as giving people the opportunity to get a free health MOT, including blood pressure monitoring.

And finally…

Throughout September we have been supporting Older Persons’ Month across Leicester and Leicestershire together with Leicestershire Partnership NHS Trust and Leicestershire County Council and Leicester City Council.

The month includes a variety of health and wellbeing events for residents aged over 50, ranging from meetings, leisure and sporting sessions to health promotion activity days.
