According to John...

 

 

15 September 2009

 

 

Welcome to my first update

 

The aim of this page is to let people know what we've been doing and what's coming up in my own words, so that you have a picture of life in and around the NHS in Leicestershire and Rutland.

 

We've been busy
 

The promised ‘barbecue summer' may've just passed without its expected hot weather, but it's been a busy time at NHS Leicestershire County and Rutland. We've been preparing for our annual general meeting (AGM) at Loughborough town hall tonight (15 September 2009).

 

I'm really looking forward to tonight's AGM. It'll be different because we are holding it jointly with our main local provider of acute hospital services, University Hospitals of Leicester (UHL). There'll also be a big and interesting health fair there beforehand for people to visit. Lots of people get turned off by traditional AGMs and by minimising time on what we must do at this AGM, we hope that even more people will want to come next year. After all these are our health services - I say ‘our' because they are mine too.

 

This time, we will be streaming the event online to help make the AGM as accessible as possible for everyone. There will even be a computer in each county library reserved from 6pm to watch the AGM if you don't have internet access at home.

 

Our awards team has also been working hard to process your nominations for ICE Awards (Innovation in Commissioning Excellence) and the Stephen Farley Award. The ICE awards are designed recognise people and teams within our local healthcare community who have made an outstanding contribution. There are four categories open to public nominations and you still have time to get your entry in. Visit our website to get more information and download a nomination form.

 

Nominations for the 2009 Stephen Farley Award - which is for GPs who have excelled in their dedication to patient care - close this week (Friday 18 September). The nominations have been very impressive so far, but there's still a chance to get your nomination in if you think your GP is a worthy candidate. 

 

From the board room
 

Last week's board was a bit different because one of the items on our agenda was about a proposal to do opencast coal mining at Minorca Colliery in Measham.

 

A local group of residents (Minorca Opencast Protest Group) who were concerned about the possible health consequences of this plan came along as they wanted us to order a Health Impact Assessment to be carried out.

 

We heard the case put forward by MOPG and took advice from our expert advisers, the Health Protection Agency. There was a really good discussion by board members, including our own two doctors. I think we could all imagine how the local people felt as we could think how we would react if it were ourselves in their place. But we had already recognised, and had told the County Council, that the two main issues were dust and noise.

 

We're keen to continue working with the council and local people about keeping dust and noise down to the irreducible minimum. So, we decided that a Health Impact Assessment would not really add much to anyone's knowledge on the subject. I hope MOPG understood our reasoning, even though they wanted a different decision.
 

NHS Constitution
 

This year, we've been preparing for the NHS Constitution to come into effect. The NHS Constitution sets out the principles and values that guide how all NHS organisations should act and make decisions. The Parliamentary Bill in which all this is set out is due to receive Royal Assent this autumn and NHS Leicestershire County and Rutland is well-prepared to ensure that everyone, including patients, public and our staff, knows their rights and responsibilities under the NHS Constitution. More information is available from our website.
 

And lastly...
 

We've just launched a great competition to help establish a community space that can benefit everyone's health and I'm sitting on the panel of judges. Called ‘create a community space', we're calling on people to nominate sites in Leicestershire and Rutland that could be transformed into a healthy, inviting space such as a vegetable garden, sports court, or a recreational park. The location could be anywhere in the local community, including your school, college or workplace. Nominate a space in Leicestershire or Rutland today.
 

Of course, many people may be wondering whether swine flu will hit us harder during this autumn and winter. We are preparing for all possibilities. Remember we can all help prevent the spreading of flu through washing our hands often and following the CATCH IT, BIN IT, KILL IT rule by catching coughs and sneezes in a tissue, disposing of it quickly and then washing your hands. For any more on swine flu, you can visit www.nhs.uk or call the swine flu information line on 0800 1 513 513.

 

I'm keen to get your feedback on the first update. Do let me have any comments or suggestions for future postings.

 

